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LaSalle school district settles in private with family of 'Jena 
Six' assault victim 

TOWN TALK STAFF • OCTOBER 1, 2009  
 

The LaSalle Parish School Board and the victim of the "Jena Six" assault have reached an agreement in the 
last outstanding criminal or civil case in connection with the Dec. 4, 2006, incident, according to an attorney 
for the school board. 

Terms of the settlement were not released. 

"In the interest of closure for the Barker family, the 
former students of Jena High School and for the 
LaSalle Parish community as a whole, the LaSalle 
Parish School Board and the Barker family have 
reached an agreement resulting in the termination 
of the pending civil litigation in its entirety," 
according to a statement from School Board 
attorney Lottie Bash from the Gold, Weems Law 
Firm. 

Justin Barker was knocked unconscious and then 
kicked repeatedly by a group of students who later 
became known as the "Jena Six," according to 
court documents. The criminal cases of all six 
students -- Robert Bailey Jr., Jesse Ray Beard, 
Mychal Bell, Carwin Jones, Bryant Purvis and 
Theo Shaw - all have been completed. 

Bell was adjudicated of second-degree battery in 
juvenile court in December 2007 and put into the 
custody of a Monroe foster family. He has 
completed his period of custody with the Office of 
Youth Development. 

The remaining five defendants each pleaded no 
contest in June to a charge of simple battery, a 
misdemeanor. Criminal charges for the five were 
reduced from second-degree battery, a felony that 
could have resulted in a sentence of up to five 
years in prison and a $2,000 fine. 

Under terms of the plea agreement, the five 
agreed to pay fines of $500 each and court costs 
of $500 each, with exception of Shaw. Because he 
had spent seven months in jail, one more month 
than the maximum sentence for the misdemeanor, 

Shaw only was ordered to pay court costs. 

In addition to the fines, the five were placed on unsupervised probation for seven days; ordered to pay 
restitution to Barker; ordered to avoid criminal activity; and ordered not to have any contact with Barker or his 
parents. 
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Right after the criminal proceedings, a settlement for an undisclosed amount of money was approved by ad 
hoc Judge Ronnie Lewellyn in the civil suit the Barkers filed against the defendants. 
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Astraea wrote:

Replying to aob77: 

Replying to WhiteLawGatorman: 

I hope the settlement was good. Was the IRS 
notified about the money the Jena 6 got? That 
would be interesting.... 

 
 
I'm guessing you didn't even READ the story. The settlement was 
for BARKER'S hospital bills. The 6 kids had to PAY 
RESTITUTION. Why don't you read BEFORE posting your lame 
opinions....just my opinion ; ) haha 

 
I do believe that they are talking about all the "donations" the jena 6 "victims" got. 
Talking in the 100's of thousands. 
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herewegeaux wrote:

My apologies. Looks to be gone...for now. 
10/1/2009 1:49:42 PM 

Recommend New post Reply to this Post Report Abuse

herewegeaux wrote:

So will the Clown Talk finally take down their "cute" little logo and dedicated page for 
the Jena 6 BS ? 
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LookBothWays wrote:

The LaSalle Parish School Board PAID!!!!! The Barkers made more money than the 
Jena 6 combined. But, he deserves every PENNY!!!! 
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money the Jena 6 got? That would be interesting.... 

 
 
I'm guessing you didn't even READ the story. The settlement was for BARKER'S 
hospital bills. The 6 kids had to PAY RESTITUTION. Why don't you read BEFORE 
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The civil suit against the School Board remained outstanding until now. The agreement was reached over the 
last few weeks, and the paperwork submitted to the court Wednesday. 

Bash said the judgement of dismissal has been 
signed by all parties and has been forwarded to 
Lewellyn to be signed and filed. The terms of this 
settlement also will remain undisclosed, she said. 

Although an agreement has been reached 
between the board and the Barkers, Bash 
stressed that in no way is the school claiming 
responsibility for what happened to Barker. 

"The LaSalle Parish School Board vehemently 
denies any liability and reiterates that it took no 
actions to cause and or contribute to this incident," 
the release stated. "From the beginning the Board 
has expressed nothing but sympathy for Justin 
Barker's predicament including the medical bills he 
and his family have incurred. The Board has 
compassion for the effect this event has had on all 
its students and the community as a whole. Now 
that the criminal matters have ended and all of the 
other civil matters have reached completion, the 
Board feels it can contribute to the payment of the 
medical bills to assist the Barker family in its time 
of need." 

Superintendent Roy Breithaupt said that "all 
parties are hopeful that this incident can finally be 
part of the history of LaSalle Parish -- not its 
present or future. Through forgiveness this wound 
can finally heal." 

The Barkers' attorney, Henry Lemoine, said the 
family was ready to resolve the issue and put it all 
behind them. 

"We reached a resolution with an economic level 
that the Barkers were satisfied with," he said. 
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